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EDITORIAL 
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"A healthy tree does not 
bear bad fruit, nor does 
a poor tree bear good fruit. 
Every tree is known by the 
fruit it bears; you do not 
pick figs from thorn bushes 
or gather grapes from 
bramble bushes. 

Luke 6, 43-45 


Dear reader, 


In this issue of our Youth Newsletter the most important activity that we 
want to report on is the "LWF Youth Consultation on the role of the youth 
in human and natural resources development" that was organized jointly by 
the Department of World Service (ORSA) and the Youth Desk. Many questions 
were raised and hopes expressed. Behind all of them a strong desire of the 
representatives of our Lutheran youth can be seen: to have more "good 
fruit" as an outcome of the life of the individuals in the churches and 
the churches themselves. Good fruit that would not only be visible and 
could easily be recognized as good but also useful for the healing of the 
frustrating needs of humanity today: different forms of injustice, poverty 
and underdevelopment. 


Jesus' word sounds very simple: a good tree bears good fruit and vice ver- 
sa. It is simple in this understanding and we are trying to learn from His 
personal example in this respect. What kind of fruit can we see in His 
life? 


We can agree that the good fruit of His life had different forms accord- 
ing to the needs which He has seen. His deeds were good and were offered 
to be used. But we have to add: they were useful for someone only if they 
were received. A necessary condition in this respect is therefore (1) the 
acceptance of the act brought by Jesus (and as a consequence of it by the 
church today) and (2) a trust in a quality of the good fruit of the salva- 
tion brought by our Lord. 


A question that people ask today and which Jesus from His perspective 
asked too, is: what is the first and most important thing that is needed? 
Good fruit can be arranged according to the general or present  import- 
ance. Look for the Kingdom of God and its righteousness first, says Jesus, 
and gives another standard for the selection of good fruit of individuals 
and churches that we have to bring, offer and share with those who defi- 
nitely need them as well as we do. 


You will be able to find some of the concrete answers to these questions 
in this issue. And you will certainly be challenged to say personally 
whether this is the good fruit the church should bring today as the most 
important for the needs of its surroundings and itself. We wish you many 
good discoveries. 


Yours, 
Julius Filo 
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NOTES FROM OUR DESK 
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We are working on the results of the following: 


LWF Youth Consultation on the Role of the Youth in Human and Natural Re- 
sources Development, held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on November 30 - De- 
cember 7, 1986 with 47 participants from 27 countries. 


Present activities: 


Youth team visit to Tanzania, Kenya and Ethiopia in March 198/. The team 
is composed of representatives of the youth work in the Lutheran church- 
es in: Chile, Malaysia, Indonesia, Italy, Canada and USA. 


Commission on Church Cooperation meeting which decides on the future 
plans of the Youth and Students Program, to be held in Geneva on April 2 
- 10, 1987. 


Asian Lutheran Youth Gathering, hosted by the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Jordan, in Talitha Kumi Lutheran School in Beit Jala on 
August 1 - 15, 1987. 


LWF Youth Seminar on spirituality on the theme: "Our quest for 
spirituality" to be held in Rättvik, Sweden on August 23 - 31, 1987. 


Caribbean Lutheran Youth Meeting on the occasion of the 5th Caribbean 
Lutheran Congress in Puerto Rico in November 1987. 


We can offer to you: 


Youth Newsletter (old issues) 


"Future is Now", IYY Publication 1985 


We are inviting you to contribute to a future issue of our Youth Newslet- 
ter by sending us your own: 


PENFRIEND: 


We have received a request for a penfriend (male or female) from a young 
man who is 24 years old. His name and address is: 


Mr. Easter Honeakii 

P.0. Box 153, Taraka 

LAE, Morobe Province 
Papua New Guinea 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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By Rogathe R. Mshana, Tanzania 


Participation: 
This Bible study should start with the following short prayer. 


Lord we are sad about the World situation today; We are sad because others 
are dying of hunger when you have given plenty of food; We are sad be- 
cause millions of youths are dying and others turning into refugees due to 
human rights violations. We are sad because we are surrounded by nuclear 
arms, We are sad because of the unjust economic systems which throw youth 
on Streets without jobs. Lord, we pray that you deliver unto us strength 
and commitment to participate in changing this world bringing forth your 
Kingdom on earth. Amen. 


The prayer should be referred during discussions. The youth need to point 
out correctly the evils of this world both in society and the Church. They 
should remember youths who are victims of human rights violations, unem- 
ployment, poverty, underemployment, "ill-employment". They should at the 
same time criticize those youths who are in military dictatorships violat- 
ing human rights. 


Participation of the Youth in the Church: 

The Bible study should begin by referring to Jeremiah 1:7. 

Do not say, "I am only a Youth"; for to all to whom I send you you shall 
go, and what ever I command you, you shall speak. Be not afraid of them 
for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord. 

The discussion could focus on the power of the youth as delivered unto 
them by God. (Joel 2: 28). There are a number of youths today who have 
been apathetic due to oppressive systems and have opted to taking drugs, 
alcoholism etc. This discussion could be supported by reading 1 John. 2: 
13414 9 " s.s [ am writing to you, young men because you have overcome the 
evil one. 

Committed youth should be bold to face oppressive structures:" 

Questions for discussion: 


What are the structures within the Church which prevent youth from partic- 
ipating in voicing their concerns: 


. Discuss about your local Church constitution and the participation of 
youth. 


. The relationship between the Church and the State. 
. How are the problems of the youth solved by the local church? 


. Is there a tendency of less participation of youth on Sunday Services? 
if Yes why? 
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. Point out some conservative elements with the Church Leadership which 
prevent youth from practicing their concerns. 


. Try to refer to the Bible and see whether such elements are supported or 
rejected by the word of God. 
(Hosea 5: 1-2), Acts 2:42-47; 4: 32-37; Cor. 1: 26-29; James 2: 5 - 7). 


The Youth should start to question the silence of the Church over their 
problems, they should begin to see their participation as vita and a must 
rather than a privilege because they have been anointed by God. (1Samuel: 
16: 12) 'And the Lord said," 'Arise anoint him; for this is he". 


Participation of the Youth in society: 


The Youth should discuss about the atrocities exerted by dictatorship 
regimes like apartheid in South Africa, Philippines and elsewhere where 
executions of youths is rampart. These are places where participation of 
the Youth is basically non-existent in the process of development. Ihe 
Youth need to know that without participation there is no Peace and conse- 
quently no development. 


They should also criticize the Youth who are involved in military dicta- 
torships which violate human rights. 


Issues on employment, hunger, nuclear arms, refugees should be raised un- 
just world economic system which deprive third world of their resources. 
Exodus 2: 23, 3: 14, Daniel 2: 17-49, John 15: 1-17, 1Cor. 3: 5-9, Math. 
9: 35-10, 15, 1Pet. 5: 11-7 could be taken as reference points. 


The Youth are neglected and marginalized in society. They usually fall in 
the oppressed classes of any society. It is proper to put the Word of God 
in favor of the oppressed classes Luke 4: 18 - 19. 


1. The discussions should center on how the Youth are oppressed today. 


2. What problems they face in their countries. How are they being solved 
by the Government? 


3. What kind of atrocities have been exerted by the Government to stop the 
Youth from giving their voices. 


4. What efforts are being made by the Youth to ensure that they partici- 
pate in bringing about the Kingdom of God on earth. 


Jesus Christ announced the Kingdom of God and his apostles spoke of a "new 
heaven and a new earth". The Kingdom of God is that element of reality in 
history which opens the road to fulfilment of God's purposes for the 
World. That is to say, the Kingdom of God opens the way to the fulfilment 
of the human future. The Youth are shaping the present and the future with 
the power of an indestructible life (Heb. 7: 16) a liberating power. "For 
freedom Christ has set us free" (Gal. 5:1). The youth are required to par- 
ticipate fully in the process of liberation in the name of Love. They 
should hate oppression they should be guided by (Prov. 14: 31a), Prov. 
2:18 "God guards the path of Justice", (Ps. 12:5), Amos Chapt. 4. The 
Youth should discuss these lines in relation to their dreams for a new so- 
ciety. 


The Bible study should be closed by the Lords prayer. 
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INTRODUCTION 


of Mr. Andy Odden, youth intern at the LWF Youth Desk 


This is the first Youth Newsletter to be published since my arrival here 
in Geneva so, as the new Youth Intern, I should take this opportunity to 
introduce myself. My name is Andy Odden, I'm 26 years old and from the 
United States. I come from a city just South of Los Angeles called 
Irvine. At this time my plans are to continue working here at the Youth 
Desk until July and then return to the U.S. where I hope to attend Semi- 
nary in Berkley, California. 


I must confess that when I first heard that my application for a Youth In- 
ternship at LWF had been accepted I wasn't quite sure what to expect. I 
had heard good things about the work of LWF throughout the world and was 
impressed, among other things, by their involvement in issues of Peace, 
Justice and Human Rights. It was precisely these issues, which had been 
challenging my faith so strongly, that led me to seek an Internship here 
at LWF. I've been here now for six weeks working at the Youth Desk and 
getting acquainted with the various projects within the different depart- 
ments. 


As this letter is meant to be a self introduction, I should take this op- 
portunity to share with you some of my personal thoughts and feelings; 
things of which I've been thinking and issues with which I struggle. They 
are the perspectives of a young, North American and perhaps many of you 
will be able to relate to what I say. 


Being born and raised in the United States definitely has its advantages 
and I am constantly reminded to be thankful for the many blessings which I 
freely enjoy. However, these blessings can easily turn into a curse. 
When you are so well fed that you become indifferent to a billion hungry 
people, is that a blessing? When you are so rich that you alienate your- 
self from the poor, is that a blessing? Is it a blessing to abuse the po- 
litical freedom you have by choosing to ignore those who have none? One 
can have only so much wealth and affluence before sensitivity is dulled to 
the point of total indifference. We can choke in our abundance and never 
even know that we are dying! I realize that this is a characteristic  un- 
fortunately shared by all people, not just white, North American males, 
and the problem lies not with the blessings and gifts of God but with our 
human capacity to abuse them. For myself, however, this is the situation 
in which I have grown up and it is a constant struggle for me to keep from 
slipping into that safe, easy, comfortable state of indifference. It was 
in this frame of mind that I came to Geneva and I am hopeful that my expe- 
rience here with LWF will help me to better understand how I, as a "First 
World Christian", must respond to this world where so many suffer from 
hunger, abuse and oppression. 


I still have so much I want to share with you on this theme but I think it 
will have to wait until the next issue. At the end of February I will 
travel with Julius and five other young people to Eastern Africa for 4 
weeks. We will visit the churches in Tanzania, Kenya and Ethiopia, and 
meet with various youth representatives to discuss the important issues 
facing the young people in Eastern Africa today. I am quite sure that 
this experience will sharpen my perspective and give me many new thoughts 
to share so, until then, may God grant us courage to be faithful witnesses 
to His Kingdom. 
Peace, Andy. 
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REPORT 
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on International Conference organized by WSCF and ISMUN 


Silke Kapteina, Hamburg, FRG attended on behalf of the LWF Youth Desk an 
interesting conference in Geneva. Here is her (slightly shortened) report: 


"Youth, levels of participation and perspectives of  democratization in 
Latin America" was the topic of the international conference organized by 
WSCF and ISMUN, taking place from 10th to 14th of December in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 60 participants from 14 Latin American and 10 European coun- 
tries and representatives from ISMUN in India and Ghana joined the confer- 
ence to get information about social and political processes in Latin Ame- 
rica and its effects upon youth. They interchanged experiences on how 
young people are living and working in a concrete context to find a mutual 
comprehension and looked for possibilities to support Latin American's 
youth in their struggle for justice and peace on their way towards a real 
democracy. 


At the beginning a tentative definition of "Youth" and "Democracy" was 
given. During the seminar it was completed. Therefore, we can say that: 


YOUTH in Latin America means younger people up to 30 years of age. They 
are an important age group which forms the majority of Latin America's 
rapidly growing population. Youth has a special significance in the rela- 
tively young societies of the continent. They are carrying the burden of 
international and national policy. They feel the consequences of a govern- 
mental line which favors the export-oriented sectors and promotes the in- 
terests of a privileged, economically powerful minority. Politicians do 
not take into consideration a sufficient production of goods for the in- 
ternal need, for the people's fundamental needs. Saving national resources 
means for them above all reduction of costs for social use. 


What does this mean for young people? 


At first hand they generally have neither the possibility of a complete 
basic school education - this is the main reason for the big problem of 
illiteracy in Latin America - nor a professional formation. This forces 
them to enter labor market at a very early age - often as a child - and to 
accept underpaid jobs just to earn a minimum to provide existential needs. 
And even this is not always possible. Often they have to support their 
families and thus they have an important social responsibility already in 
their youth. 


Most students - if they do not belong to the few wealthy families in Latin 
America - must earn their income by working apart from their studies. This 
leads to an extension of their "normal" studies and forces them to face 
double work. 


Thus the youth is directly affected by social misery and injustice and 
therefore they are present in social conflicts. They are suffering govern- 
mental oppression on the one hand but on the other hand they do not stop 
working for the goals of a more human world. With this background we will 
better understand Rodriguo Carazo's words: "Youth is not just future, 
youth is present." 
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DEMOCRACY 


Referring to the original 
sense of the word, democracy 
only can be called a real 
democracy when it guarantees 
people's total participation 
in social processes and deci- 
sions. Based on this defini- 
tion, most of the Latin Ameri- 
can governmental systems (and 
not just them) cannot be con- 
sidered as a real democracy 
but rather a formal democracy. 
Speaking of formal democracy 
one has to be aware of the 
fact that an apparent demo- 
cracy in some cases hides the 
true face and character of a 
political system which is 
nothing else than a dictatori- 
al military regime. 


Latin America's population is 
mainly Christian with a deep 
religious faith. Thus, church 
and Christianity play an im- 
portant role in social pro- 
cesses in Latin America: con- 
serving the status quo on the 
one hand and on the other they 
accompany the people in their 
struggle for social transfor- 
mations. 


The following text is part of 
M. Quintero's lecture about 
the role of Christians in so- 
ciety. M. Quintero spoke as a 
representative of WSCF: The 
commitment of Christians in 
social processes is oriented 
to the anticipated construc- 
tion of God's Kingdom in a 
concrete form and marked by 
the current historical con- 
text. They don't try to imple- 
ment theocratic models. Chris- 
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because they will laugh" 


"Wretched are those who 
laugh now, 

because they will cry 
with sorrow" 


tian belief with its transforming and renewing power leads to a new model 
of church and society: This can be seen in democratic structures centered 
on equality of all human beings and in a changed economic order with so- 
cial justice for all. The Christian faith manifests itself in charity and 
our starting-point is the option for the poor and marginalized people who 
are the majority in Latin America. 
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Five guest lecturers had been invited to the conference to give a more de- 
tailed information about the Latin American situation emphasizing differ- 
ent aspects. Their statements set bases for the working groups. 


1. R. Carazo, the former president of Costa Rica, C.A., and now direc- 
tor of the "University for peace" created by the UN. He gave an analy- 
sis of the Latin-American situation and its effects upon youth and 
their participation. 


2. Juan Maestre, sociologist and member of the Council for Scientific 
Investigation (Spain) spoke about: "Perspectives of democratization in 
Latin America: A historical challenge for Europe." 


3. Dr. Paolo Parra, Brazilian physician and president of AICT (Interna- 
tional Association against Torture) hold a lecture on: "Latin America - 
a tortured continent". 


4. "Peace and justice as a precondition for lasting democracy in Latin 
America" was the title of a lecture held by H.E. Gustavo Vargas, ambas- 
sador of the Nicaraguan Republic. 


5. "Christianity and Democracy in Latin America" a lecture given by Dr. 
Alfredo Gomez, professor of philosophy at the Catholic Institute, 
Paris. 


In a panel discussion representatives from several youth and student orga- 
nization spoke about "The role of the youth and student organizations in 
the defense and promotion of democracy in Latin America". After the inputs 
participants formed three working groups and discussed mainly two items: 


- Latin America: prospects of democratization in the current world politi- 
cal context 


-The role of youth/student NGO's in the promotion and defense of democracy 
in Latin America 


Concerning the role of youth/ student NGO's in the promotion and defense 
of democracy in Latin America it was discussed that: 


- student's movements should be better organized in promoting inter-re- 
gional solidarity 


- Therefore an interchange of information (about activities like brigades, 
study visits, seminaries etc.) and materials is necessary to improve the 
coordination of solidarity work in Europe 


- Humanitarian work and the activities for human rights are seen as part 
of a wide solidarity work which includes an integral analysis of the 
Latin American situation. It is necessary to reveal the causes of pover- 
ty, misery and governmental violence against the people to achieve an 
effective solidarity work (for ex. activities to pressure governments, 
campaigns, etc.) 


Participants of the seminar recommended to ISMUN and WSCF General Secre- 
taries to organize a visit of representatives of both organizations to E] 
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Salvador and Nicaragua in the beginning of 1987. The purpose is to give a 
report to the UN's Human Rights Commission. Further it is recommended to 
support a visit to Paraguay, Chile and Colombia in 1988 where the same 
task will be realized. 


Evaluating the conference, I like to say that it was really an important 
experience for all who participated and they enjoyed the encounter and co- 
operation with young people from different countries. Thanks to the 
organizers' outstanding work we had good working conditions in a friendly 
atmosphere. 


A suggestion for further events would be to take more and more into ac- 
count the participation of women - especially from Latin America - in 
planning and realization. 


Above all I would like to emphasize that the conference offered an excel- 
lent opportunity for information and mutual interchange. It was also a 
good forum to elaborate together perspectives for a solidarity support for 
all those who are committed to issues like social justice, peace and 
struggling for democracy in Latin America. I was very impressed by the 
ecumenical and international spirit which united people from different 
places of the world and empowered them to share experiences, ideas, hopes 
and perspectives for the future. 


It would be recommendable that similar events take place and get the at- 
tention and support they merit. 


kkkkkkkkkk 
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by Julius Filo on the LWF Youth Consultation in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
November 30 - December 7, 1986 


What should be the correct answer of the church to the root causes of the 
social and economic injustice present in different forms in different 
parts of the world, was probably the main question for 47 participants of 
the LWF Global Youth Consultation on the Role of the Youth in the Human 
and Natural Resources Development, that took place in Kuala Lumpur, Malay- 
sia on November 30 - December 7, 1986. The event was organized upon the 
recommendation of the Assembly in Budapest in 1984 by the Office for Re- 
search and Social Action of the Department of World Service and the Youth 
Desk of the Department of Church Cooperation as a joint activity. The to- 
tal number of 47 participants did not include additional participants of 
the host churches from Malaysia. 


The main host was the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia and 
Singapore and the main balk of the responsibility for the outstanding 10- 
cal arrangements laid with Benedict Muthusami, youth pastor of the church. 
The spiritual program, created for the consultation by the hosts, was com- 
posed of several meetings with young members of the Lutheran and other 
Christian churches in Malaysia, cultural evening, camp fire evening and of 
course worships in the beginning and at the end of the consultation as 
well as devotions every day of the conference with lots of enthusiastic 
singing and prayers. All this was possible, because so many committed 
young people of the church were willing to be with us during the whole 
time of the conference. Seeing all the arrangements one would never think 
that we were in the midst of a church with only 2,650 members (according 
to the Lutheran Directory) but in a big church with an abundance of the 
spiritual gifts, living faith and open commitment to the challenges of the 
global church. 


The main inputs for the conference were brought through several channels: 


YOUTH NEWSLETTER Page 13 





Youth choir of the Lutheran Church 
in Malaysia and Singapore 


Albert Tokave, 
Papua New Guinea 
youth delegate on 
LWF Commission on 
Church Coopera- 
tion 





Malaysian meal 
called 
"Steamboat" 
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1. All participants received, prior to the conference, a comprehensive 
collection of background information on the main important issues in 
today's peoples struggles for justice on various levels: in connection 
with the just use of land, worker's struggles, struggles against the 
powerful means of international oppression in different forms of trans- 
national corporations and theological reflections to the issues - alto- 
gether about 390 pages of material compiled under titles as: Aid for 
development? Transnational Agribusiness: the hunger trade; Peoples 
struggles; Alternative development strategies; Dependent Development & 
Repression; The Dept Trap; Role of the Churches. 


2. Every working day of the consultation, Bible studies were presented 
with an active participation of the delegates of the churches. Two of 
them were brought by Rev. Purba, lecturer of one of the Lutheran semi- 
naries in Indonesia, one was presented by Rev. Joao Biehl from Brazil, 
one by Benedict Muthusami from Malaysia and one by Uta Loheit from the 
GDR. 


3. The main theme was divided into four subthemes, which were introduced 
by a main lecture of the day. To the "Basic areas of social and econom- 
ic injustice" spoke Dr. Sibusiso Bengu with a call for such activities 
and struggles which will be a contribution for overcoming of the root 
causes of the injustice. Challenging was his observation that LWF still 
does not have a common understanding of what these root causes are. One 
of the most penetrating key words of his lecture and answer to the 
question of the root causes was the term: a systemic injustice which 
reads that there are systems which result in the injustice with impli- 
cations on the personal and the international level. 


To the theme from Malaysia: "Models of the people's struggles", Rev. 
Julius Paul presented an interesting analysis, the greatest echo of 
which was found in the focus on Christian base communities as a pos- 
sible model and contribution of Christian churches. Ms. Mercedes Garcia 
from Argentina spoke on the "Theological understanding of the people's 
struggles for justice" with a strong emphasis on the Latin American 
liberation theology. 


My role was to present an input to the theme "Towards a liberating 
church, church repenting and giving signs of hope". I tried to chal- 
lenge first of all the Christian faith through a presentation of radi- 
cal social ethics of Jesus Christ, which found a positive response in 
the first congregation in Jerusalem in the creation of a social struc- 
ture where the sharing of all gifts, material and spiritual, seemed to 
correspond with the radical preaching and life example of Jesus Christ. 
A Christian hope for full success also on the social level should not 
be limited by anything, neither by "realistic estimation" nor by the 
amount of justice achieved in the past function of the churches (if we 
would put our hands on the plow and look behind us and learn from the 
past that our work will never be o.k., we do not follow Jesus to the 
Kingdom of God). Our struggle for justice should be based on the bibli- 
cal understanding that we are all members of one body of Jesus Christ 
and for the function of the whole every contribution is equally impor- 
tant, therefore there should not be more benefits for anybody living in 
such a community. 


4. Additional inputs were brought every day by three delegates, who pre- 
sented a case study to the subtheme. These case studies materialized 
many of the ideas brought in the main lectures and a sign of it was an 
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One day the participants 
visited the Kuala Pilah 
rubber factory. 


Because of competition 

with artificial rubber, 
which is much cheaper, 

it ıs difficult to sell 
the rubber produced in 

the factory. 





Rev. Benedict Muthusami, Malaysia 
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active discussion that had to be broken up because of the waiting 
meals. 


5. A separate input for the work, presented a visit to one social project 
started by the Swedish Lutheran Church and later supported by the CDS 
of LWF/WS - a vocational school preparing about 300 students for about 
10 different occupations by giving them a middle standard qualifica- 
tions. The host church is very proud of this project which is a good 
example of a unique cooperation of state, trade unions and the Church 
in a country with the dominance of the Moslem religion. The form of the 
project and the basic question, how it responds to the root causes of 
social injustice brought a critical evaluation of this project and led 
to further critical views of the work of the LWS under the mentioned 
criteria and was found by several outspoken participants as not respon- 
ding to the root causes of the injustice in a satisfactory way. 


6. One more source of input was a regional meeting of the representatives 
of the southern churches and one of the churches of the north. The 
south meeting came with a request for support of the people's struggles 
in the conflict situations of today's world followed by a draft of re- 
solutions to the mentioned conflict areas. 


The main work of the conference was done in the working groups who were 
pursuing the question of: 1. Land and its users, 2. Labor and 3. Struc- 
tures. 
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The richness of ideas that the participants wanted to communicate to the 
member churches of the LWF was expressed in the fact that instead of a 
short message to the churches, we have finally discussed a long document 
with another one with resolutions communicating a far- reaching vision of 
the role of our churches and the LWF in the work against the root causes 
of social and economic injustice. 





Tired participants in plenary on the last day of the 
meeting, discussing the Final Statement 
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The following is the final statement of the conference: 


FINAL STATEMENT 


— a 1 4 1 .17ÁdÉ»DÀ MD nie aim Lm mm... Mi: mi SEM DR ARME "an 
D RI D D rr DI A RO mM: ME wm no mi: MEN o mim eee a 


1. INTRODUCTION 


1.1. We, 47 participants, representing Lutheran churches in 26 
countries around the world, met at Kuala Lumpur, 1-7 Decem- 
ber, 1986 to discuss the role of youth in human and natural 
resources development. The consultation was hosted by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia and Singapore. 


1.2. Our discussions centered on the fact that "hunger and poverty 
are, ultimately, rooted in economic, social, cultural and 
political injustices that hinder a fair distribution of the 
world's resources and the realisation of human potential, 
dignity, security and community". We reaffirm the "need for 
radical change in the world's economic system as one essen- 
tial step towards attaining peace", and that there is need 
"to practise not only charity but also justice" by 
mobilising churches to "support people in poor and rich na- 
tions who face intimidation and oppression as they work for 
justice in church and society". (LWF Report no 19/20, Feb- 
ruary 1985 - "Budapest 84 - Proceedings of the Seventh As- 
sembly. pp 236-238) 


1.3. Me believe the churches have a responsibility to empower and 
make whole the oppressed, just as the four friends helped 
the paralytic (Mark 2:1-12). Their faith, their organising, 
persistence and creativity was recognised by Jesus and the 
paralytic was able to walk freely, without any dependence. 
Inspired by the story of the healing of the paralytic by 
Jesus, we recognise that like the paralytic, our peoples 
have long been oppressed and paralysed by unjust structures 
and systems and are longing for healing and liberation. We, 
Lutheran youth, renew our commitment to work with our peo- 
ple so that together we may build the road of Peace through 
Justice. And together, only together, empowered by God's 
grace, sharing our human and material resources equally 
among our brothers and sisters we must "beat swords into 
ploughshares and spears into pruning hooks; nation shall 
not lift war against nation, neither shall we learn war 
anymore (Isaiah 2:4) 


2. ISSUES 


2.1. We shared and discussed our experiences of people's struggles, 
church involvement and theological understanding in terms 
of land and its users, human labour and the structures and 
Systems of injustice. 


P 
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In our discussions we identified the following manifestations 

of social and economic injustice 

- hunger and malnutrition 

- unemployment and underemployment 

- indebtedness, rural exodus and misery belts in urban areas 

- unequal wages and exploitation of workers 

- ignorance and unequal access to education 

- displacement of people and the phenomenon of refugees 
created by militarisation, wars and catastrophes 

- social disintegration and breakdown in traditional produc- 
tion relationships 

- monopoly control of information, misinformation and 
disinformation 

- sexism 

- racism, racial polarisation, ethnocentrism and genocide 

- religious prejudices. 


We noted that the exploited and the oppressed are also the 
poor and powerless marginalised groups such as peasants, 
workers, women, young people, religious and ethnic groups 
and indigenous peoples. 


CAUSES 


Impoverishment has been caused by the concentration of 
wealth in the hands of a few. This has been made possible 
by the unjust structures that deny the marginalised and op- 
pressed a just participation in decision-making processes 
that affect their lives. There has been an increasing con- 
centration of land, capital and technology in the hands of 
the powerful few. These powerful few are feudal and absen- 
tee landlords and Transnational Corporations (TNCs). These 
resources have been exploited to serve foreign markets, 
with profit maximisation as the basic motivation. 


Development models promoting a capitalist, western ideology 
have led Third World countries' masses to the present im- 
poverishment, dependency and alienation. The means by which 
this unbearable situation has been reached are manifold. 


On the one hand, along with the so-called development aid, 
there has been an imposed military aid from the stronger 
North countries in order to control any popular or people- 
oriented movements. 


Development aid has contributed to an unjust and draining 
trade for the economically poor countries within the inter- 
national economic and financial structures, (World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) for example), which 
oblige southern countries to pay back much more than the 
aid received, not only in money (capital and interest) but 
also in dependency and alienation of their people. They are 
constrained to depend upon arbitrary trade conditions im- 
posed by the North, meaning declining prices for raw mate- 
rials which the South sends to the North and increasing 
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prices the South has to pay to the North for industrialised 
goods. The elite of the South - agents of neo-colonialism - 
have imposed unjust structures. These unjust structures de- 
ny people control of wealth which further aggravates their 

alienation. 


Root Causes 

The root causes of social and economic injustices are the 
transnational capitalist system and the acquisitive, com- 
petitive individualism on which many of our societies are 
based. The main agents are transnational corporations, in- 
ternational banks and development aid agencies who ally 
themselves with the local elite of the South. We recognise 
that this system also produces inequality, injustice and 
poverty in the northern countries, even though this injus- 
tice and poverty is of a lesser degree than that affecting 
countries in the South. Historically too, the saga of glob- 
al exploration, domination and exploitation was inspired by 
the unchecked Renaissance humanism that accompanied Europe- 
an colonialism. This unchecked exploitation has become 
deeply entrenched into what we cal! capitalism today. 


SIGNS OF HOPE 


Actions of peasant and workers' organisations against root 
causes of injustice take various forms, depending on the 
issues they confront, their level of awareness and the ex- 
tent of repression. At an initial stage, people's struggles 
are primarily directed against the various manifestations 
of structural and systemic injustices. They take the forms 
of signature campaigns, strikes, demonstrations, hunger 
strikes and even forcible land seizures. In a number of 
situations, peasants, workers and other marginalised groups 
are seeking positive alternatives for a development based 
on justice, participation and self-reliance. Peasants are 
beginning to organise themselves into cooperatives or col- 
lective farms, that go beyond purely individualistic and 
commercial interests, into unions, centres for alternative 
technology and organic farming. 


With the awareness that their local! situation is directly 
connected to unjust national and international structures, 
networks of peasants, women and youth organisations and 
movements are being created at national, regional and in- 
ternational levels. 


These forms of struggle are not seen as ends in themselves 
but rather as a process of structural and systemic change 

toward a total transformation of society. As people become 
increasingly aware that their local situations are linked 

to larger interests of international capital, and as state 
terrorism increases, people's movements are, depending on 

local conditions, accompanied by armed struggle as a last 

resort. 


5. 
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OUR VISION 


We believe that Christians need to find an alternative system 
which allows a just sharing of resources and participatory 
development. We affirm the resolution of the 7th Assembly 

in Budapest to recommend to the LWF Executive Committee the 
following 


- That through the LWF expertise be made available for a 
long term study of appropriate models - at national and in- 
ternational levels - for societies that have chosen to 
share their resources more equitably and to change patterns 
of production and consumption. 


- That this study be carried through a task force of con- 
sultants drawn from the LWF member churches, the World 
Council of Churches, the Roman Catholic Church and other 
religious bodies. 


- That the results of the study be made available to the 
churches. 


We suggest that one of these models is genuine socialism and 
we can see signs of it in the life of the early Christian 
communities as shown in Acts 2:44-45 : "And all who be- 
lieved were together and had all things in common; and they 
sold their possessions and goods, and distributed them to 
all, as any had need". This model should, at least, include 
the following criteria : - human-centered instead of mate- 
rialistic-centered (accumulation and amassing of wealth) 
pattern of development - sharing of resources - self-deter- 
mination, self-reliance - full grass roots participation in 
the coordination of policies at the national level and lo- 
cal decision-making - freedom of religion and culture. 


The prerequisite for this kind of development is the accept- 
ance and implementation of a new international economic or- 
der. 


It is only people themselves who can be subjects of their own 
history. This involves empowering people through a process 

of conscientisation and organisation which helps them both 

to confront structures of oppression and to create alterna- 
tives. 


COMMITMENT 


Peoples organisations are challenging the churches every- 
where to become a part of their process toward liberation. 
The Lutheran church is getting more involved in these 
issues - whether through individual stances or church bod- 
ies, by means of public statements, lobbying groups, devel- 
opment programmes. In certain countries the churches are 
helping peoples organisations through ecumenical bodies 
which provide e.g. peasant organisations with legal assist- 
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ance, and education training programmes. But much more is 
required. Therefore, we call upon the churches to become 
aware and responsive to struggles of people toward libera- 
tion and a genuine socialist transformation of society. 


We therefore commit ourselves to work and serve with the 
marginalised and oppressed people of our world. We make 
this commitment to confront the forces of evil which are 
the root causes of socio-economic injustice. We call upon 
young people of the Lutheran churches to work ecumenically 
with people's movements for peace based on justice. 


It is our firm belief that only the oppressed people them- 
selves organised in their own movements can be agents of 
change and that the churches must participate and support 
these struggles. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


Having come to this understanding, and recognising that 
peoples organisations are challenging churches everywhere 

to become part of the liberation process, we strongly urge 
Lutheran youth, local churches and the LWF to join the 
struggle toward the eradication of the root causes of social 
and economic injustice and to work for a genuine socialist 
transformation of society, as mentioned before. 


TO THE LUTHERAN CHURCHES AND THE LWF 


We recognise the potential role of the church institutions 
already evident in individual or collective stands. In 
countries like Brazil, EI Salvador, Papua New Guinea and 

the U.S.A. the churches are helping people's organisations 
through ecumenical bodies that for example promote peasant 
movements with legal assistance, and education and training 
programmes. Struggling to achieve similar ends, the Luther- 
an youth of this consultation call upon he LWF to implement 
radical changes in its own organisation and activities that 
will facilitate a genuine socialist transformation of socie- 


ty. 


We believe that the LWF, through the Department of World 
Service, has not used its role as an agent of genuine so- 
cial change and has not challenged the unjust and exploit- 
ative international economic system. This belief is based 
on the following studies : Jorgen Lissner, "The Politics of 
Altruism"; Ulrich Duchrow, "Conflict over the Ecumenica] 
Movement"; the Churches' Drought Action in Africa (CDAA) 
Studies Subcommittee Report on the Root Causes of Hunger 
and Food Insufficiency in Africa; on experiences shared 
among the participants of the consultation, as well as our 
exposure to one LWF co-sponsored social project, an indus- 
trial training school, which is controlled by a Swedish di- 
rector and which equips rural youth for jobs in the city- 
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based transnational system. As we could not come to any de- 
tailed analysis during the short exposure to the industrial 
school, we request the LWF to undertake the evaluation of 
this project. The alternative that we advocate includes LWF 
support for and involvement in development projects which 
promote self-determination among struggling peoples, 
recognising their ability to organise themselves and to 
control their own destinies. To attain such a goal the LWF 
must relinquish both its control of aid funds and its power 
to determine development priorities in the South. 


The youth of this consultation therefore make the following 
specific recommendations 


1. On development aid 


1.1. that peoples movements of peasants, workers, minority 
groups, indigenous people, women, and youth be given 
unqualified support in their struggles for justice; 


1.2. that a central fund be created by the LWF into which 
donors channel available funds. This central fund 
should be divided for work in different continents and 
made available to regional screening boards, which 
would have control of prioritising, disbursement and 
overseeing expenditures in the region. A substantial 
proportion of these boards should be youth, women and 
as far as possible people's movements, ethnic minori- 
ties and indigenous peoples; 


1.3. that the focus of LWS work be shifted from "projects" 
and that a minimum of 40% of the LWS budget be dedi- 
cated to the radical reorganisation of existing struc- 
tures by increasing support for development education, 
networking, training and people's movements in coun- 
tries of the South where decisions shall be made at he 
grass roots level. 


2. On development education 


Because change is often directly related to awareness 
we further recommend 


n 
— 


that an individual in each region be named for the 
purpose of distributing development education material 
to the churches and agencies of these regions to bet- 
ter ensure that information reaches the widest number 
of people; 


2.2. that the Office for Research and Social Action (ORSA) 
be asked to conduct an evaluation of current develop- 
ment education materials in churches and donor agen- 
cies in the North to determine their current relevan- 
ce, their effectiveness and their channels of distri- 


5. 
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bution in order that more effective use of these mate- 
rials might be made. 


. On research and communication 


that ORSA be supported to set up regional research of- 
fices to facilitate South-South networking. This would 
involve research and linking with groups working at 
the grass roots level in various regions; 


that the communications between people should be made 
possible by translation of research into local lan- 
guages to enable people at the grass roots to learn 
from other peoples struggles for justice. 


On labour relations and wages within the churches and 


the LW 


that the LWF and its member churches fight for justice 
in labour relations within their own structures with 
the understanding that labour must be motivated by 
commitment to the church's task; 


that the difference in wages among LWF employees - in 
local churches and in World Service - be minimised and 
relative to the social context in which they operate, 
Since we are all members of one body of Jesus Christ 
and since each member's task is equally important to 
the functioning of the whole. 


. On greater youth participation 


that the LWF positively support the youth in carrying 
out the recommendations in 7.2. 


that the Youth Desk of the LWF be supported in 


- promoting youth exchange and internship programmes 
between North and South and among countries of the 
South; 


- fostering substantial youth participation in nation- 
al, regional and international consultations of the 
LWF, specifically in the 1988 North-South dialogue 
which relates to Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation consultation in 1990; 


that a youth committee be established to meet twice 
yearly to advise the LWF Youth Desk. The members of 
this committee would be the youth commissioners and 
the regional representatives as elected at the consul- 
tation, namely : Joao Biehl for Latin America, Jesse 
Lutabingwa for Africa, Sanjay Choudhrie for Asia, Uta 
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Loheit for Eastern Europe, Maria Leijman for Western 
Europe, and Heidi Gengenbach for North America. 


4. that one pre-assembly youth gathering be organised to 
prepare for the LWF Assembly in 1990, and regional 
youth conferences be continued. 


TO THE LUTHERAN YOUTH 


Reaffirming the commitment of Lutheran youth to the recom- 
mendations of the Budapest Assembly and noting that these 
goals have not yet been reached and that, further, more 
radical change within both church and social structures is 
essential to their realisation, we recommend that Lutheran 
youth play a more active role in the LWF and its member 
churches to achieve these ends by 


O7 


breaking out of their often middle-class social environ- 
ments and establishing real contact with struggling peo- 
ples and their movements, in the process of transforming 
their attitudes to development; 


lobbying within local churches, their societies and gov- 
ernments for greater youth participation in these issues, 
through exchange programmes, exposure trips and work pro- 
jects; 


challenging member churches and LWF administrative bodies 
to assume a more prophetic role in societies; 


pressurising local churches and the LWF to educate them- 
selves and their members on the causes of socio-economic 
injustice and to extend solidarity and support to peoples 
struggles; 


leading member churches and the LWF in denouncing unjust 
structures and systems; 


establishing and strengthening local, regional and inter- 
national communication networks among Lutherans and among 
genuine peoples movements, particulariy within countries 

of the South; 


supporting communication media that are integral to indig- 
enous cultures in order to encourage social change at the 
grass roots. 
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REACTIONS 


from some of the participants at the Youth Consultation in Kuala Lumpur 


SANJAY CHOUDHRIE, youth intern of the CCA (Christian Conference of Asia), 
from the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in India 


"A positive spirit enabled this consultation to be different from other 
consultations where rhetoric is seen to dominate discussions rather than 
drawing from the concrete experiences of the participants. People were 
concerned with transforming relationships between people and churches and 
countries, with the building of solidarity among churches and peoples 
movements, with the promotion of a church that acts ecumenically with a 
theology that is rooted in the lives of the people. 


The consultation seemed to be leading towards the building of a global Lu- 
theran Youth Movement, though this could be the very small beginning. 
Hopefully this budding movement will be able to challenge the church by 
the way it expresses its commitment and faith. Hence recommendations were 
made in the hope that people from the Third World will be able to partici- 
pate more in decision-making processes that affect them. Hopefully deci- 
sions will be made at the grass roots level rather than in places like 
Geneva which are very far from the reality of tne situation. 


Finally, (as everybody knows) recommendations, resolutions and solidarity 
statements are not enough, they are just intentions and actions intended 
to be. But how does one describe the atmosphere of sharing and burning 
commitment that prevailed. Surely, it must have been the spirit of God 


that guided those 'gathered in his/her name'. 


SUSANNE ADAMCZEWSKI, Deaconess in the Federal Republic of Germany and 
youth delegate to the LWF Commission on World Service 


"At the conference there were intense discussions on social and political 
movements which turn against injustice in the respective countries. The 
Churches are called upon to engage actively in these movements and become 
aware of their prophetic role. With reference to the FRG the question 
arises whether the churches should regard active participation in e.g. 
peace movements or antinuclear movements as their primary task. We have 
the impression that this is not the case for the official church. On the 
contrary they mostly seem to lag behind concerning burning issues. There- 
fore, we challenge the churches in the FRG to realize the recommendations 
of the Youth Consultation. An important aspect in this connection is also 
the question whether there is a just participation of relevant groups, 
e.g. women and youth, within the church structures. The question is wheth- 
er churches can speak credibly on issues like peace and justice when this 
is not practiced within their own structures." 


G. MULINI DARHSAN, Faculty member in Personnel Management & Industrial Re- 
lations at Andhra University in India, 


"I am happy that our consultation has identified the root causes of socio- 
economic injustice. Since the conference is on the Role of Youth in Human 


YOUTH NEWSLETTER Page 27 


and Natural Resources Development I wish peoples' struggles could be one 
of the models for overcoming socio-economic injustices both in the church 
and society. All churches and all countries do not need and cannot afford 
to take the struggling path. Therefore I have presented Fr. Bogarette's 
Action Research Project and Dr. Rajaratnam's project approach. You may 
find (from my paper ‘Root Causes Indian Experience’ which is available 
with Dr. Bengu) non-conflicting models and strategies. I wish in the ensu- 
ing conferences (like Beit Jala in 1987) that cooperative models and other 
models could be examined." 


JOAO GUILHERME BIEHL, Lutheran pastor of Southern Brazil, working with 
youth 


""If we take into account the great background differences of the partici- 
pants, we can be gratefully amazed by the consensus, the unity we 
achieved. This is clear in the final document. The results were fruit- 
ful individually, for tne group, for the churches, as well as for the LWF. 
Now let's hope that the delegates will work at home so to publicize these 
results, which were indeed "realistic" (personally I think that it is hard 
to draw a rigid, well established difference between what is realistic and 
what is fantasy - and at this point I do agree completely with Pasolini: 
'I know that I do speak as an utopian - but either we are utopian or we 

are going to perish!'). And I think that the young people at the confer- 
ence exercised utopia; which is great! But they also realized that utopia 
is not something that comes from above, in a 'plastic bag'; that it is 
necessary to build it together, daily, through small and concrete strug- 
gles aiming at a total and wholistic liberation of our poisoned planet... 
And they were very Lutheran, by criticizing themselves, the churches, the 
LWF, other institutions through the ‘Protestant Prophetic Principle'." 





Good shepard Church - some of us visited smaller congre- 
gations in Kuala Lumpur on the Sunday after the consultation 
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UMWELTSCHUTZ 


Arbeitskreis für Umweltschutz der Kirchgemeinde Eisenach 


Wie entsteht so etwas? Was macht ein solcher Kreis? Es scheint in Ei- 
senach so wie an vielen Stellen der Welt gewesen zu sein, Aktion er- 
zeugt Reaktion. 


Ständig steigende Umweltdelastungen, Artensterben, immer mehr 
Atomwaffen und Atomgefahren, immer grössere Not in der dritten Welt 
führte auch in der DDR zur Entstehung von Deko,-Friedens- und Dritte- 
Weltgruppen. Sie entstanden auch im Rahmen der Kirche und der Kirch- 
gemeinde. 


So entstanden auch in Eisenach verschiedene Kreise. Der Arbeitskreis 
für Umweltschutz entwickelte sich zunächst unter vagen Vorstellungen, 
jedoch in der Gewissheit, einen Schritt in die richtige Richtung zu 
tun. Wenn wir heute nach fast vierjährigem Bestehen ein Resümee zie- 
hen, so ist es folgendes: 


Es war ein Schritt, der gegangen werden musste, der arbeitsreich und 
energiezehrend war. Es war aber auch schön, spannend und erfolgreich. 
Enttäuschungen hatten wir genug, aber der Glaube und die Hoffnung auf 
eine bessere Welt liessen uns diesen Weg konsequent beschreiten. 


Dekologische Initiativen sind bei uns genauso unerwünscht wie anderswo 
in der weiten Welt. Auch die Kirchgemeinde hat sich schwer getan, die 
ökologischen Initiativen unserer Gruppe anzunehmen. Bis zur Stunde 
gibt es Männer und Frauen in der Kirchgemeinde, die unsere Arbeit 
ernst nehmen und andere, die sie als unbequeme Unruhestiftung 
ablehnen. Trotzdem haben wir versucht, uns durch Sachlichkeit in der 
Diskussion mit den staatlichen Stellen, durch gute Zusammenarbeit mit 
Mitgliedern des Gemeindekirchenrates in unserer Stadt einen gewissen 
Respekt und Achtung zu verschaffen. Wir sehen heute Möglichkeiten der 
Zusammenarbeit. Wir sind sehr realistisch und überschätzen diese 
nicht. 


Wir konzentrieren uns von Anfang an auf die mehr sachbezogene fach- 
spezifische sowie theologische Grundlagenarbeit. Aber ebensowichtig 
wurde uns handfeste praktische Arbeit. Auf letztgenanntem Sektor 
wurden über die Jahre hinweg immer wieder Waldeinsätze in kirchlichen 
und staatlichen Wäldern durchgeführt. Die Erfolge waren allerdings 
sehr unterschiedlich. 


Im Jahr 1986 wurde mit staatlichen Stellen die Pflege eines Rhododen- 
drongartens vereinbart. Wir wollen dieses botanische Juwel auch 
weiter betreuen. 


"Denn Frevel geht nicht aus der Erde hervor, und Unheil wächst nicht 
aus dem Acker, sondern der Mensch erzeugt sich selbst das Unheil, wie 
Funken hoch emporfliegen" (Hiob 5,6) 
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Diese Gedanken aus dem Alten Testament standen am Anfang unserer Ar- 
beit mit den Menschen. Sie beginnt mit dem täglichen Gespräch mit Kol- 
legen, Freunden und Bekannten und setzt sich fort im konsequenten 
Vorleben alternativer Lebensweise. 


So haben wir immer wieder versucht, den Kontakt zu unseren Mitmenschen 
herzustellen und auf den Prozess der Meinungsbildung einzuwirken. 


Ein Höhepunkt dieser Arbeit waren unsere Umwelttage im Herbst 1986. Im 
Angebot für unsere Besucher waren Themen wie Stadtökologie, alternati- 
ve Energiegewinnung, Atomenergie nach Tschernobyl, gesunde Lebenswei- 
se, Umweltschutz im Haushalt, Fassadenbegrünung usw. Der Erlös dieser 
Tage kam einem kirchlichen ökologischen Projekt zugute. Uebrigens wur- 
de der Erlös unserer Waldeinsätze der Sammlung "Brot für die Welt" zu- 
geführt. 


Ein weiterer wichtiger Punkt in der "Oeko-Arbeit" ist das Miteinander 
verschiedener regionaler Gruppen. 


Im Frühjahr 1986 konnte beim Regionalkirchentag in Meiningen unter 
Mitarbeit mehrerer Oeko-Kreise im Thüringer Raum der Gestaltungsteil 
"Mensch und Schöpfung" gemeinsam gestaltet werden. Diese Gemeinschaft 
in der Vorbereitung und Durchführung hat uns allen wichtige neue Er- 
kenntnisse und im Grunde auch Kraft zur Weiterarbeit gegeben. 


So ähnlich ist die Wirkung des Vertretertreffens von Oeko-Kreisen im 
kirchlichen Forschungswerk Wittenberg, an denen jeweils zwischen 30 
und 40 Freunde teilnehmen. Dort werden gemeinsame Sorgen und Probleme 
besprochen und die Erfahrung eines Jahres weitergegeben. Wir bekommen 
von dort vielerlei Anstösse. 


Die Arbeit eines Kreises für Umweltschutz in einer Kirchgemeinde ver- 
langt viel Energie und Durchhaltevermögen. Auch manche unserer Freunde 
haben uns nach anfänglicher begeisterter Mitarbeit wieder verlassen. 
Das Gespräch mit Freunden in der Kirchgemeinde, das Bewusstsein der 
Wichtigkeit unserer Aufgaben und das Erleben mancher kleiner Erfolge 
lassen uns den Mut nicht verlieren. 


*kkkkkkkkkkk 


Page 30 YOUTH NEWSLETTER 


INTERVIEW 


Recently Dr. Paul A. Wee, LWF assistant general secretary for internation- 
al affairs and human rights, attended the February 14-16, 1987 interna- 
tional forum in Moscow, "For a nuclear-free-weapons world; for the surviv- 
al of humanity." Following is a short interview with him regarding his 
overall impressions of the conference with some specific references to 
youth: 


YN: Having traveled in the Soviet Union many times in the past how would 
you compare this visit with prior ones. Do you see definite changes in 
the methods and message of the Soviet Union today. If so, can you be 
specific? 


PW: One can sense these days a pervading mood of what you might call 
"guarded optimism" among friends in the Soviet Union. While it is dif- 
ficult to generalize from very limited experience, it is nevertheless 
quite clear that among the common people in the larger cities of 
Moscow and Leningrad as well as in the cities and towns of the Baltic 
Republics there is a definite feeling of hopefulness that General 
Secretary Gorbachev's policy of Glasnost (transparency or openness) 
will reawaken individual creativity in the arts and a freer expression 
in the political life. This is perhaps most noticeable among the young 
people. During the past ten years I have been privileged to partici- 
pate in a number of youth delegations to the Soviet Union. (No, I do 
not exactly qualify as a "youth" although I would like to think that 
youth have an extended family", so to say, to which I belong). Many 
people do not think that such youth visits in the Soviet Union are 
possible, but our experience indicates precisely the opposite. In the 
Republics of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, for example, we have al- 
ways been welcome to travel and meet together with Christian young 
people from many churches. Just as the LWF Youth Desk has played an 
important role in creating such opportunities in the past, it is my 
hope that it will also be prepared to take advantage of what might be- 
come an ever-broadening horizon of opportunities in the USSR. Time 
will tell of course, but at least the message is clear: human contacts 
at every level are to be encouraged in the name of mutual understand- 
ing and peace. 


YN: What mention was made of the churches and their role in Gorbachev's 
new revolutionary democratization? 


PW: When you use the term "revolutionary democratization" you are of 
course using the language which General Secretary Gorbachev has chosen 
to describe the changes being initiated within the Soviet society. Al- 
though sceptics abound on every hand, I for one have welcomed Mr. 
Gorbachev's direct appeal to the churches as well as to the religions 
of the world. Is this simply political opportunism, or does he really 
believe that the churches have a constructive role to play in the es- 
tablishment of a world in which justice and peace prevail? I believe 
the latter. During the Peace forum in Moscow I had the opportunity to 
speak directly with Mr. Gorbachev during the reception following his 


major address. I expressed surprise at his use of biblical images in 
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YN: 


PW: 


his speech and also gratitude for the manner in which he spoke to the 
religious leaders present. Then I asked approximately the same ques- 
tion that you have asked me. His reply was immediate. He said that the 
basic issue in the nuclear age was not one of technology, but of mo- 
rality. It is the churches task, he went on, to join with other seg- 
ments of society to build a bridge between universal ethical princi- 
pals and political policy. Knowing that churches in the Soviet Union 
have been marginalized in the past, this open invitation to the 
churches to participate fully and freely in what has been called 
"democratization" is most welcome. Of course the major question which 
remains is a question addressed to all of us who are part of the 
church in every part of the world: Are we able to rise above the nar- 
row confines of the ideologies of our particular nations, tribes and 
races to express the Gospel of Christ which liberates and unites? 


What role do you see as being important for the youth in the peace 
movement with specific reference to the youth of the churches within 
USSR? 


Youth with imagination and creativity are being called upon today as 
perhaps never before in history to transcend the political and ideo- 
logical barriers which keep the peoples of the world from attaining a 
just peace. During my visit to the Soviet Union last year young people 
from Brazil, Sweden, the occupied West Bank, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Canada, India, and the United States discovered something 
very significant when they gathered around the bonfire in the evening 
with Lutheran young people from the Soviet Union. They discovered that 
their feelings, attitudes, world view and faith were very much the 
same. This came out strongly amid the ever present awareness of how 
different we are in language, customs and history. It was really a 
profound discovery and we celebrated it with songs and prayers and 
commitments made to one another. Essentially the commitments made were 
to keep the ties that bind us together strong and vital and not be 
overwhelmed by the isolation, anxiety, injustice and fear of nuclear 
annihilation which breeds so much depression among the youth today. On 
the evening of our final day in Estonia a young man from Brazil cap- 
tured our mood when he quoted in Portuguese that powerful word from 
the 40th chapter of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 


"Even youth shall faint and be weary 

and young men shall fall exhausted 

but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint". 
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MISSION - 87 


-— AA A A cá eee -— 


Reported by Egil Grandhagen (From UTSYN Nr. 2-January 18th 1987) 


A fourth European mission conference for young people was organized in 
Utrecht in the Netherlands at the beginning of the year. TEMA (The Europe- 
an Missionary Association), an evangelical organization, was the sponsor. 
This time more than 10.000 young people from most of the European coun- 
tries came together around the great cause of mission. More than 350 
participants, many of them related to NLM, came from Norway. 


It was a rare experience to meet with such a large group of youth, con- 
scious of their calling and who want Jesus to make use of their lives. 
Many of them worry about the direction missionary service abroad is taking 
and it is without any doubt of great value even for Christian youth in our 
own country to receive impulses from evangelical world mission. In this 
context one meets above all people who trust in God and who candidly speak 
of the infallibility of the Bible. In addition, here we find a movement in 
which evangelization and mission - and not all kinds of social and politi- 
cal concerns - precede everything else on the agenda. Here, to win people 
and reach out with the gospel is the main concern. 


In addition, this movement is Christ-centered in its preaching. The foun- 
dation of our salvation is Christ and His work. Most of the proclamation 
during Mission - 87 was direct and straight forward and certainly did not 
make allowances for sin in the world of youth. 


The evangelical mission movement continues to increase strongly and is 
constantly proclaiming the gospel to new people. There is no doubt that in 
the international context, as far as mission is concerned, we belong to 
this movement. 


It goes without saying that there is much which seems strange even at a 
conference like Mission - 87. We could have wished for a few clear Bible 
studies on justification in such a meeting. Some of the songs and music we 
certainly would have chosen differently. The same holds true for the way 
in which some statements were used. 


For these reasons we are not partisans of any form of ecumenism based on 
evangelical principles on a permanent basis. We also believe that extended 
meeting - campaigns together with non-Lutherans with the objective of 
reaching out should be rare. 


We have different opinions even regarding questions which are essential to 
our faith. But from time to time we need impulses from sister 
organizations close to us, for the sake of inspiration and in order to do 
a better job in that part of God's field which is ours. 


For many of us, this is what happened in Utrecht and we will be happy to 
come back in 1990. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF - from the life of the youth in the world 


AUSTRALIA (alps) 


Brisbane, Australia March 11 (alps) - Some 1,000 young people (age 17-30) 
from around the world are expected to attend the international Christian 
Youth Conference at Mount Tamborine, south of Brisbane, from June 30 to 
July 7. The Third International Christian Youth Conference, which is 
jointly organized by the World Methodist Council's world youth committee 
and the world evangelism committee and the Queensland Synod of the Uniting 
Church in Australia, will have the theme, "Christ: The world's hope." 


The eight-day program to be held at Mount Tamborine Convention Center, 
will feature speakers from Hong Kong, Australia, Kenya, Liberia, the Sovi- 
et Union, Great Britain and the USA. A Parliament of Youth will be held to 
facilitate debates among young people who can speak to the world. Seminars 
will deal with various subjects such as world poverty, faith sharing, 
evangelism, racism and peace and justice issues. Other activities will in- 
clude an Australian bush dance, musical performances by artists and sing- 
ers, like leading Australian Christian Vocalist Trisha Watts, and cele- 
brate worship. 


Previous gatherings of this kind took place in Truro, England in 1980 and 
in the Bahamas in 1983. For more information, contact Dr. Chris Walker, 
Queenland Synod, Uniting Church in Australia, GPO Box 674, Brisbane 4001, 
Australia. 
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BUNDESREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND (epd) 
Landesjugendkonvent nahm eindeutig gegen Apartheid Stellung 


Der Landesjugendkonvent der Evangelischen Jugend in Bayern (EJB) nahm zum 
Abschluss seiner Vollversammlung in Rummelsberg eindeutig gegen die Apart- 
heid in Südafrika Stellung und schloss sich dem "Boykott der an der Apart- 
heid beteiligten Banken und Firmen" voll an. Er plädierte für weitere 
"eindringliche Gespräche mit Politikern und Verantwortlichen in der Wirt- 
schaft" und betonte, die Kirche müsse sich zum Anwalt der Unterdrückten in 
Südafrika machen, "auch gegenüber Angriffen aus den eigenen Reihen". Sie 
könne ihre Stimme für die Christen in Südafrika erheben, engagierte Basis- 
gruppen stützen und auch zu nichtkirchlichen Anti-Apartheidsgruppen 
Kontakt halten. Jeder Bürger sollte jetzt neben Fragen zu Frieden, 
Oekologie, sozialer Gerechtigkeit und Entwicklungspolitik die Haltung zur 
Südafrikapolitik zu einem der wichtigsten Wahlprüfsteine für die 
Wählbarkeit einer Partei machen. 
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FINLAND (LWI) 


Helsinki, Finland, March 12--Week after week two occupations are mentioned 
repeatedly in the "positions vacant" columns of Finnish religious newspa- 
pers - cantors (ministers of music) and youth leaders. Parishes of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland are suffering from severe shortages 
of candidates in both fields. There are a hundred vacancies for cantors 
and more than 100 for youth leaders. Some of the vacancies have had to be 
filled by persons without formal qualifications. The church press service, 
News from the Church of Finland, says that many candidates are taking po- 
sitions outside the church because of low salaries in the church positions 
and because they "want more regular working hours than are possible in 
congregational employment." 
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FRANCE (from letter received from French Lutheran Church) 


The Evangelization Office of the French Lutheran Church in Paris organizes 
in July and August a permanent welcome for tourists and parisians in the 
Billettes Cloister, which is a 14th century Cloister situated right in the 
middle of Paris. The aim of this action is to offer to our visitors a pos- 
sibility to meet Christians, to discuss our faith and to look at an exhi- 
bition (this year the subject is about the Creation). 


We wish to create an international group to welcome our visitors. This 
group will spend the day together (meals, spiritual and cultural life...). 
The church will provide food and accommodation but the volunteers will 
have to pay for their travel expenses. Of course, it is necessary to have 
a good knowledge of French. The stay will be organized so as to allow peo- 
ple to visit Paris thoroughly. We hope you may be interested in sharing a 
group life which should be a rich experience. To get the necessary infor- 
mation, please write to: 


MISSION INTERIEURE (PHILIPPE CARDON) 
22 rue des Archives 
75004 PARIS 


FRANCE 
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INDIA (alps) 
Madras - Under the auspices of the Campus Ministries of the United Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Churches in India (UELCI), a one-day symposium on the 
theme: "Sahel's drought, famine and hunger" was held at the Gurukul Lu- 


theran Theological College and Research Institute here recently. Some 25 
people, including students from Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda, Somalia, Zambia 
and Tanzania, attended. The meeting was led by Rev. Dr. George S. Johnson, 
director of the World Hunger Program of the American Lutheran Church. 
Johnson spoke on two subthemes - "Root causes of world hunger and poverty" 
and "Responses to the cry of the oppressed." Gurukul Principal Marsalam 
Bage gave the inaugural address. 


YOUTH NEWSLETTER Page 35 


ITALIEN (Miteinander Nr. 11/12) 


Als Jugenddelegierter auf der Europakonferenz des LWB (Auszug aus Bericht 
von Thilo König aus Italien) 


Der Europakonferenz dieses Jahres fand in Brezice bei Zagreb in Jugosla- 
wien statt. Von Anfang an wurden alle offiziellen Teilnehmer voll ein- 
gespannt und sämtliche zur Verfügung stehende Zeit, bis zu zehn Studen 
pro Tag, mit Konferenzen, Gruppenarbeit und Diskussionen ausgefüllt. Für 
mich Neuling und jünsten Teilnehmer an der Konferenz war das meiste 
äusserst interessant, vor allen die Gruppenarbeit und die persönlichen 
Gespräche, wie während der einzigen Pause zu Mittag und beim Kaffee 
möglich waren. Hauptthema der Gruppenarbeit war wohl immer wieder der 
Gedanke, wie unser christliches aktives Dasein in unserer heutigen Welt 
fruchtbar untergebracht und wie heute christliche Gemeinschaft mehr 
gefördert und gefestigt werden kann. Ein weiteres Thema waren die vielen 
Initiativen zur Erhaltung des Friedens in der Welt. Zum Abschluss wurde 
ein zusammenfassendes Kommuniqu& erarbeitet bzw. der Entwurf dazu 
diskutiert, und genau sieben Tage nach Beginn der Konferenz konnte deren 
Abschluss mit einem Gottesdienst gefeiert werden. 
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SOUTH AFRICA (acc) 


London, Feb. 11 (acc) - Many of the children detained in South Africa are 
being tortured and mistreated, reports Black Sash, a South African anti- 
apartheid monitoring group. In their report, published at the end of last 
year, Black Sash collected more than 30 statements and affidavits from 
children aged 12 to 18 whose experiences in detention included electric 
shocks, beating and whipping. According to official statistics covering 
the same period of the report, July 11, 1985 to March 7, 1986, of the 
8,000 people detained about one quarter were under the age of 16. The re- 
port also includes a survey of South Africans detained since the state of 
emergency was declared last June which revealed that more than a third of 
the 20,000 detainees were under 18. Black Sash say that the treatment is 
rapidly radicalizing black youths. 


The report was released at the same time as Justice Minister H.J. Coetsee 
announced a government investigation into prison conditions for juveniles. 
Despite this the South African police have challenged Black Sash's find- 
ings calling the allegations "unfounded" and "unsubstantiated." The police 
directorate for public relations has asked Black Sash to make available 
all its information to enable a full-scale investigation. A campaign enti- 
tled "Free the children" was launched in Johannesburg at the end of last 
year and was well supported by the churches. The campaign is led by a coa- 
lition of people who are determined to see a change in the present situa- 
tion. Archbishop Desmond Tutu in a press statement last December said, "We 
call for the immediate release of all children. What country detains 11- 
year-olds because they are a threat to the security of the state?" 
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SOUTH AFRICA/SWEDEN ((Die Stiebeuel) 


South African choir sang its way through Sweden, excerpt from report by 
Klas Hansson, Information Secretary of CSM (Church of Sweden Mission) 


An ordinary evening in April last year the South Africa Youth Choir from 
the Cape-Orange Diocese visited Strdngnds to worship together with close 
to 150 young people. Gus in the choir taught texts, movements and steps. 
Soon everybody were singing even if it was easy to trip on the unknown 
words in xhosa and zulu. Songs of praises rose, but also the songs of hope 
and peace, justice and human dignity. The communion was a great experi- 
ence. Never before has dance and song filled the 695 year old cathedral 
like this evening. The Swedes in the cathedral learnt something that 
night. We learnt that joy of living can exist during terrible oppression 
and that man can be carried by his longing for freedom and dignity. And we 
understood that faith and the struggle go hand in hand. 


The choir continued for more than two months in Sweden. Many share the ex- 
perience, both young and old, of having met a choir that sang to share, 
not just because it should sound nice. They wanted to share both the pain 
of apartheid and the joy in the Lord. 
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TAIZE (kipa) 


Am Ende des Europäischen Treffens von Taizé, zu dem 25.000 vorwiegend 
Jugendliche zum Jahreswechsel in London zusammenkamen, kündigte Frère 
Roger an, dass Taizé zum ersten Mal ein Ost-Westeuropdisches Jugend- 
treffen in Osteuropa vorbereiten. Es findet am 2. und 3. Mai in 
Ljublijana, Jugoslawien statt. 


Am Ende des Treffens, bevor die Jugendlichen den Aermelkanel wieder in der 
Gegenrichtung überquerten, sagte Frère Roger zu ihnen: "Während der Tage 
in London haben wir die Suche nach einem Leben aus dem Innern gerade erst 
begonnen. Wir brauchen Zeit für weitere Schritte. Die interkontinentalen 
Treffen im Sommer in Taize, zu denen Jugendliche aller Kontinente kommen, 
werden wie Quellorte sein, um immer mehr zu einem Leben aus dem Innern zu 
gelangen." 
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UNICEF (Backgrounder, UN Dept. of Public Information) 


The UN Children's Fund is concerned with drug abuse as it relates to the 
world's 100 million abandoned and "street children", who are often drug 
abusers and/or drug sellers. Through programs such as one being carried 
out in Latin America and the Caribbean, UNICEF works to improve life with- 
in the community, principally through strengthening the family and the 
provision of services to children in need. 
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USA (ALC NEWS) 
ALC hosts 65 adults who work with youth for training, renewal 


Minneapolis - Adults who work with youth of the American Lutheran Church 
(ALC) were participants in back-to-back conferences designed to build a 
strong base for youth ministry in the new Lutheran church. Meeting Nov. 
10-23 at Koinonia Community in Highland, N.Y., were 65 full time parish 
youth workers, members of district youth committees, and others with expe- 
rience in the area of youth leadership and ministry. The event was Spon- 
sored by the youth ministry program of the ALC's Division for Life and 
Mission in the Congregation, funded by the church's Vision for Mission em- 
phasis. The conference sought to provide a situation where adults who work 
with youth could explore the special Lutheran elements of youth ministry, 
and the holistic nature of youth ministry in the total life and mission of 
the church. Three clergy and lay participants were chosen by each ALC dis- 
trict in an attempt to build effective networks of youth ministry  leader- 
ship in the church and provide renewal for people working in a somewhat 
lonely place in the church, according to Ann Luther, Minneapolis, event 
coordinator. 
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USA (LCA) 


Orlando, Florida, March 12 - Youth ministers say they are battling 
"against the odds which would rob young people of their faith in Jesus 
Christ." That view was expressed strongly by a key Lutheran official fol- 
lowing a "Youth bash" here Jan. 15-18. Dr. Robert Bacher said results of 
his informal survey of the more than 100 participants showed that growing 
secularization is the greatest concern for those who work with Lutheran 
young people. At a time when significant changes are occurring in the Lu- 
theran Church in America (LCA), moving toward its Jan. 1, 1988, merger 
with two other Lutheran bodies, many also suggest new approaches to youth 
ministry in the new Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 


With this in mind, the 137 representatives from 29 LCA synods attended the 
"Youth bash" to celebrate LCA work with youth in the past and reflect on 
the future of youth ministry. In his survey, Bacher asked participants to 
speculate on youth ministry in the year 2000 and to describe their great- 
est hopes and fears for its future. Their responses suggested that fear of 
adult domination is a key concern for the youth leaders. Young people hope 
to be directly involved in shaping the youth programs in the new church, 
they said. 


Other events during the January "Youth bash" included special skills ses- 
sions for the youth leaders addressing current issues like racism in youth 
events, evangelism, careers and sexuality. A workshop on strategies for 
advocacy on public issues was offered to teach participants how to ap- 
proach legislators on issues important to them. The Rev. Darryl Koenig, 
manager of the 1988 Youth Gathering, addressed the LCA group, reporting 
that 21,000 youth are expected to attend the San Antonia event July 20 - 
August 4. 
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WCC (International Review of Mission) 


CONTEST - 1989 World Conference, Mission and Evangelism, World Council of 
Churches - ESSAY POSTER MUSIC 


Celebrating 75 years of publication, the International Review of Mission 
announces a contest for young persons (ages 18-30) on the theme: 


YOUR WILL BE DONE 
MISSION IN CHRIST'S WAY 


Since 1912, the International Review of Mission (IRM) has been promoting 
serious study and discussion of all aspects of the church's mission.  Dur- 
ing its anniversary year, the IRM invites young persons to enter into that 
discussion through reflection on the theme of the 1989 World Conference on 
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. Your Will Be 
Done, Mission in Christ's Way has been chosen as the theme for this con- 
ference because it is a call to obedience and to faithfulness - to doing 
God's will. It is not that we do not know enough about the demands of the 
faith, but that we often do not act on the basis of what we already know. 
Mission in Christ's Way reminds us that our obedience in mission is to be 
patterned on the ministry and teaching of Jesus. The phrase itself is tak- 
en from a subsection of Mission and Evangelism: An Ecumenical Affirmation 
(an official World Council of Churches statement that can be sent upon 
request). 
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Entries on the theme may be submitted in three categories: 
1. ESSAY 


The essay should give evidence of biblical resources, of personal expe- 
rience and contextualism, and present a vision of Christian mission for 
the future. If possible, the essay should be written in one of four lan- 
guages: English, French, German or Spanish. (Other language entries 
will be accepted). Manuscripts should be double-spaced, whether hand- 
written or typed, and should not exceed 3,000 words. The author's name, 
address, date of birth and church denomination should appear on the 
first page, and the author's full name on each succeeding page. The 
best essays will be published in a special issue of the International 
Review of Mission; each author whose essay is published will receive 
US$ 100. 


2. POSTER 


The poster entry should be a visual presentation of the theme, suitable 
for use in publicizing the conference internationally. Each poster must 
contain the words of the theme: 


YOUR WILL BE DONE 
MISSION IN CHRIST'S WAY 


and in smaller type: World Conference on Mission and Evangelism, World 
Council of Churches. Space should be indicated for the date and place 
when these are announced. (It should be kept in mind in the design that 
the text will need to be translated into other languages). The posters 
may be in black and white, limited colour or full colour; photography 
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and collage may be used as well as any form of painting, drawing and 
design. Posters should be submitted in the "A2" format (42cm x 62cm; 
17" x 24.5"). Consideration should be given to the possibility of the 
designs being reproduced in smaller or larger format. Each poster de- 
sign must carry a label on the back with the artist's name, address, 
date of birth and church denomination. Works submitted on illustration 
board are preferred, but other paper is acceptable as long as the de- 
sign is not damaged in mailing. Artists whose posters are selected for 
use in the preparatory materials for the world conference will receive 
US$ 100. If one of the posters is selected to publicize the conference 
internationally, the artist will receive US$ 500. 


3. MUSIC 


The text of the music entry should be related to the theme. The piece 
should be suitable for group singing, such as a hymn, a round, an ac- 
clamation, a liturgical response, a chorus, etc. The entry may be an 
orginal composition, or a new text written for an existing melody. The 
music may include full harmony/accompaniment, or only the melody with 
harmonic indications, (e.g. guitar chords). The text may be in any lan- 
guage. All entries must be accompanied by the name, address, date of 
birth and church denomination of the composer. All composers whose mu- 
sic is published as part of the preparatory materials or used in the 
worship materials for the conference will receive US$ 100. 
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DEADLINE: 1 August 1987 
All entries should be sent to: 


International Review of Mission Contest 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
World Council of Churches 
150, route de Ferney 
CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


The international staff of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
will serve as final judges of the categories. 
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The WCC retains sole rights for the publication of all submissions, prize 
winning or not, unless otherwise stated by the artist at the time of sub- 
mission. Submissions will receive all due care, but the WCC accepts no li- 
ability for the loss or damage of entries. The WCC will retain all submis- 
sions, unless otherwise requested, in which case an addressed label and 
sufficient postage must be included. 
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Youth Newsletter Address Update 


NAME i a ee nr ae *? 9 9» 9 9? 9 5» SE SE 5 9? 9 pee 9 9 9 *? 9 $ 9» 9 zu 5 9 5B O 5» Dt? 5» 9? € B 
L- 1. I have a CHANGE OF ADDRESS. My new address is: 


"—————— CET OT YE write legible) 


L7 2. Please DISCONTINUE sending the Youth Newsletter to me 


C | 3. Please ADD THESE PEOPLE to your mailing list. 
(Use other sheets if necessary) 


Name............... * 9 9? b» 6 9 B B 9 P U 9 EE 9" € € * 98-999 eevee ee ee E 
Address. P» & 69 B O D G B D B T O O 9 P B P B à & b o6 9? 8 9 9* & B O 9 9 9 6 à 9 €9 9 à 9 € €* 5» seus 
Name... eoe " 9 9 9 P b O B GU & Bh 9 9? 9 9 € * 6 9 € SE SE 6 9 E € à 9 9$ 5 * à €* à 
Address " B BÉ 9? P» B! b o9 * 9 9 & Su zu t hot " 9 9 9 *? 9 5 SE 9 9 9 98 9 b 6 9 * 5 9 6 B 9 5 G8 5b à 


Please return to: LWF Youth Desk, P.O. Box 55, Route de Ferney 150, 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


